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EDITORIATL

Half-way through the season and still top of the League yet
what does the next few weeks have in store? Ve've had amazing
fortune +this season in obtaining home draws in the cup
competitions and following home ties with Yeovil (in the A C
Delco) and Leatherhead (in the F A Trophy) we now have the
prospect of a home tie with Vindsor or Vantage in the Berks &
Bucks Senior Cup Second Round. Going back to the Trophy
match with Leatherhead, would I be tempting fate by saving
that we've never lost a First Round Trophy Tie?

On the 27th December we carry on our League campaign with a
home match with Kingstonian. Having now completed eleven
consecutive wvictories in the league, & win for ¥ycombe would
set a new Club record of consecutive League wins.

¥e compleie the seasonal fixtures with visits to Vindsor and
then Croydon. This season's ‘’whipping boys’', Valthamstow
Avenue, visit Loakes Park on January 10 (still no wins yet for
Avenue)., Seven days later we make a mega journey (by VOL
standards) to the sunny climes of Bognor Regis. Bognor are
currently unbeaten at home, although so were Slough, Bishop's
Stortford and Barking. Remember, Bognor have Josef Blochel on
their books. On the 24th January we are due to play Bromley
at Loakes Park but that is Trophy Second Round day (no further
comment). The final day of the month has 'The Blues’ making
their first visit to St Albans City since 1973.

As a matter of interest, at the half-way stage last season
in the VOL Sutton were fop with 44 points with Yeovil 5 points
behind and Farnborough in third with 37 points.

Paul Lewis

Contributions and assistance for tThis issue from Phil Ball,
Simon Burrage, Steve Maguire and Pete Uxbrow.



FROM THE TERRACES by Simon Burrage.

The Power of the Press! One little joke about Mark Vest’'s form in our
last edition and he was promptly dropped from the team! (As if Alan Gane
would be caught reading a rag like this). Vestie would probably be the
first to admit that he hadn’'t been performing as he is capable so far this
season. Nevertheless, anyone who scores goals as regularly as Vestie has
been, will always be worth a place in the side - but of course, if the
supply of goals dries up, however briefly, the pressure grows and there is
great competition for places in the line-up. Alan Gane inevitably received
some criticism for dropping the League’s leading goalscorer but people are
finding it increasingly difficult to question AG's decisions when they are
producing the kind of consistently excellent results that we have enjoyed
recently. For example, releasing Barry 'The Suit’ Silkman was a surprise
but has he been missed? Andy Graham had been struggling to make any
impression when given the chance to play up front earlier in the season,
and Jasan Seacole had been a little dissapointing in midfield. To simply
swap the two around - Grabham to midfield and Seacole forward — loocked a
curious move at first but soon proved to be an inspired idea, with both
players turning in some impressive displays in their new roles and
Andy "do you think I look like Robert Smith(¥)” Graham hitting the net
with some regularity from his deeper position.

Seeing as I'm on the subject of goalscorers, let me mention that
ballowed name — DECLAN LINK. We’'ve all read the BFP's recent attempts of
(idle?) speculation, but speculation or not, this is a very important issue.
Alan Gane, I hope, and believe, will be well aware aof it's significance.
Personally, I don't much like reading the BFP's suggestions that it would
be quite nice to have Declan back at VWycaombe. It would be more accurate
to say that it could be a tragic, long-term disaster for us BOT to have
him back. Sure, he may be tempted to renew his partnership and friendship
with Simon Read, even at Farnborough, but Wycombe Wanderers F C NEEDS him
if it bhas serious ambition and must do everything possible in its power -
and that means financially, if necessary — to turn his head this way.
Vhat we are all looking for is a team which will not only succeed in
getting out of the VOL but also succeed in the GHVC. To recapture Declan’s
services would be a massive step towards building such a team. And after
all, whatever kind of offer may be required, would it not be a worthwhile
investment if he were to sign a full contract for WWFC, thus ensuring that
any subsequent transfer would pay bandsomely? Vhen he left the Club last
November he was probably already worth about £10,000 on the open market;
22 years o0ld and a proven goalscaorer in the Gola League. Ve gained no
transfer fee for him when he left — and more is required now.

Qur lowest point in November was of course the Yeovil debacle in the
new GMAC Cup, a result which. automatically means the GMAC was not worth
bothering with anyway (!) I wonder if I'll be thinking the same about the
A C Delco Cup after they've visited us again on December 16 7! 1In the
light of the two results we have already had against our tractor-driving
yokel friends from Somerset one is tempted to make some cheap remark
about our respective league positions but I think I'll wait until next
April before daring to break into any rash optimism about that. Speaking
of breaking things — will Tony Ricketts be ’'marking’ Byron Valton on the
16th or the other way around as it was last time? (One would have had

more sympathy for the Yeovil defender over Byron’s outrageous challenge in
continued aver...



continuation....
the GMAC game if we bhadn't already witnessed Rickett's ill-tempered

attempts to intimidate VWest, Walton & Co. in the league match at Huish.

Being absent from the F A Cup 1st Round, we instead had to console
ourselves with a 5-0 demolition of Hendon in the league. Important though
the points are to us, we can't pretend we didn’t feel some envy of those
clubs enjoying the atmosphere of the Cup that afternoon. That said, the
F A Cup can be a big let-down at any stage — dear Aylesbury United found
themselves drawn away to Bath City and unfortunately suffered the
heartbreaking dissapointment of conceeding a last-minute winner after
pulling back a 2 goal deficit. Meanwhile, Vealdstone, those wonderful
ambassadors for the friendly face of non-League football (straight from
the Alex Higgins School of Patience and Diplomacy) collected their usual
quota of bookings and sendings—off in 2% games with Swansea (Sadly, 300
Stones fans — ie, all of them - suffered 2 wasted midweek trips to South
Vales for a postponement and abandonment.)

In terms of our league matches, November was superbly successful and
once again all credit is due to the playing staff involved. Performances
have ranged from smooth and stylish to gutsy and resolute. Having
trounced Hendon at Loakes Park we faced 3 very difficult away fixtures on
consecutive Saturdays with Yeovil still just 2 points below us in the
table. The general feeling was that if we could finish those 3 weeks still
on top of the table we would be doing very well. First opponents of the 3
were Bishop’s Stortford - unbeaten at home in the league and, having
equalised Noel Ashford’s brilliant volley, they looked capable of doing
Yeovil a favour. But Stortford lost their most influential player, Ian
Fergusson with a first half injury and when the Vanderers moved up a gear
in the last half an hour, Stortford were left gasping. Vinning easily at
bottom-placed VWalthamstow that afternoon, Yeovil must have been sniffing
that top spot until they heard our result. As for the match at Barking 7
days later, what can I say? Usually, the only thing about going to
Mayesbrook Park is leaving Mayesbrook Park, with 3 points if possible, and
when the Eastenders are 3rd in the league and also unbeaten at home, it’s
even nicer. A floodlight failure, an injured referee, seven second-half
goals and a heart-stopping, very fortunate escape for us in the 10th and
final minute of injury time gave us our 8th consecutive league win (and
may even have been enough to cause discussion in a private box at QPR).
Incidentally, does anyone reading this happen to know if Barking bhad
played a match on that pitch befare we arrived, or do they employ someone
with a plough to get a surface like that at 3 o'clock on a Saturday
afternoon? As for Yeovil losing at home to Dulwich and leaving us 5
points clear at the top - you just couldn’'t help feeling it was going too
well to last but even a much improved Hendon side could not prevent 'The
Blues' from recording a 9th consecutive league win at Claremont Road.
(The two new signings making their Wycombe debuts that afternoon will
hopefully provide further evidence of Alan Gane’s committment to building
a squad of players worthy of the Club’s ambitions).

Ending that run of 3 tricky away fixtures with a 5 point lead over
Yeovil at the half-way stage of the season is obviously a tremendous boost
to our hopes of being in the top—spot next April, but however clichéd it
sounds, there is a hell of a long way to go yet but so far, so good!

¥ Editor's note for non-hipsters — this is an obscure reference to one of
Mr Graham's favourite pop groups.



DO THEY MEAN US7?
investigated by Steve Maguire

Ve start this month with a very brief mention of the V S Rugby game, a
result described in a number of papers as the shock of the round. This
was the general theme of a piece in the Birmingham Sports Argus, although
they seem to have re-located Wycombe into North London. I'm not sure
whether this is a mistake or whether they bhave inside information and
Vycombe District Council have found, at last, what they consider to be the
ideal site for the new ground.

An interesting revelation too in the report of our win at Vokingham in
the Vokingham Times, although strangely nothing was said about the state
of the pitch (maybe they are used to it being so bumpy?). Town manager
Roy Merryweather was not happy after the game saying "I have just had a
go at the players. There is no use saying we could have had a draw, I do
not think that is an achievment....we are all choked, given the way Wycombe
played, thrashing them would have been a credit to ourselves, not losing
by the odd goal.” Another comment in the same report that I found equally
amusing concerned the bocking for the home side’'s Steve Aires, after a
clash with Byron Valton...”though the referee, deciding it was time for
action took Aries’' name, that did not appease Mr Walton who spent the
final five minutes of the half persuing Aries and any other yellow shirt
that came into view with all the zeal of a rabid whippet'?! Perhaps Byron
is one of those responsible for the state of Vokingham's pitch?

Yeovil, as you might expect, were quite pleased with their win here in
the GMAC Cup - the Vestern Gazette making much of Wycombe Vice President
Alan Parry's comments about their second half performance ”the best I have
ever seen from a non-League club.” Interesting also to read that Yeovil
consider ¥Wycombe are no means as good as Sutton were last season, and
that the growing feeling is that Slough could turn out to be Yeavil’s
biggest rivals for the championship.

On the subject of Slough, full-marks to their Supporters Association.
In a recent programme they condemned the people who were using obscene
language during our game at Wexham Park. No marks, however, for Slough
manager Alan Davies (at least not for mathematics) for his statement in
the current issue of Non—-League Football Focus...”we are the best supported
team in the League with the exception of Yeovil.” All 1 can say to this
remark is that our current average league gate (up to the Hendon game) is
945, if Slough can beat that then I'll go teetotal.

The Hendon home game also saw a club official go into print, the
visitor’s Chairman, Mr Charles Geary, who was a bit upset with the penalty
awarded against his side, which led to our second goal. Stating "“there's
no way that was penalty”, Mr Geary was convinced that Neil Price "took a
dive”. It should be interesting to see his comments on the game there
last week, a match described by LBC as "a great advertisement for the
Vauxhall Opel League' although later mentioned an ugly incident "in which
feet and fists flew”.

Finally, it was a pity to see that there was nothing about the signing
of Mark Dawber in the local press before he actually made his debut. Vas
it such a big secret? Surely not, as it was spotted in the Reading
Evening Post on the Vednesday before the Hendon game that Wycombe had
paid Voking "a four figure fee” for the services of a player who has
already been attracting scouts from clubs such as Manchester City and
Ar senal.



Brighton's sudden turn about in deciding not

fhe VAUXHALL- OPEL to sign HARROV BOROUGH's talented midfielder
TB@_’ ‘[@: Na‘;fﬁ Mark Adams after agreeing terms and a fee was

[l o= Uva described by a top Vauxhall/Opel League
manager as ''Disgraceful”. Adams bhad been

M ) offered a two year contract but three days

later Alan Mullery, the Brighton Manager,
arranged for his coach, former Blues player, Peter Suddaby to telephone
Adams to inform him there had been a change of heart.

On the league front the 6-6 draw between Dulwich and Bognor at
Champion Hill was summed up by BOGHOR REGIS Manager Jack Pearce
"Afterwards I was told that Crystal Palace Manager Steve Coppell was at
the game watching a defender, understandedly he left after eight goals and
missed the last four”. Bognor, who trailed in that game 4-6 with 3
minutes left, have still only lost once this season in the league.
However, they are due to play Farnborough, ¥ycombe (who were responsible
for their only defeat), and Slough (who beat them at Nyewood Lane in an
F A Cup replay during November) all at home in the league during January.

SLOUGH TOVE earnt £1,000 from Vauxhall/Opel for the second successive
season for being the last VOL club to be knocked out of the F A Cup.
'The Rebels’ made their exit at Swansea where former Vycombe ’keeper,
Trevor Bunting earnt high praise for his performance in keeping the score
down to 3-0. Bunting was signed a week earlier by Slough to cover for
the recently injured Graham Cox, who ironically was injured before last
season's F A Cup game with Orient, also in the Second Round.

Cropping up again in the news over the past few weeks has been the
subject of ground grading in the VOL. The League reminded all clubs
during November that their grounds must reach the required standard by
the end of April 1987 or face relegation. Premier Division clubs must
have an 'A' grading and those in the First a miniumum of a 'B’ grade.

Amongst those struggling to comply are BARKING who must build a
section of terracing, install around 250 new seats and raise the height of
their perimeter fence. The estimated cost of this excercise is £20-25,000.
Travelling Vycombe supporters would have been able to judge for themselves
the standard of Barking's ground last month while during January they have
the chance to examine VWINDSOR & ETON's ground who are also in a difficult
position. They estimate they need to spend around £15,000 on perimeter
fencing, a permanent fixed barrier around the pitch, new toilets and
concrete terracing behind one goal. As well as being short of money,
players’' wages were reduced at the start of the season and ’'The Royalists’
do not own their ground and must seek permission from their landlords,
the Crown Commisioners, before any work can start at Stag Meadow.

The Daily Telegraph reported that at least eight Premier Division clubs
have so far failed to reach the required standard. CROYDON, also hosts to
Vycombe during January, are almost certain to be on this list along with
VORTHING and FARWBOROUGH. Vorthing are currently in serious trouble with
the Inland Revenue and owe around £20,000 while at Farnborough they have
already began work to their main stand to obtain an 'A’ grade by April.

The Football Trust recently made Safety Grants to Vauxhall/Opel League
clubs; they included YEOVIL TOVN (£21,005), HITCHIN TOVE (£4,129),
LETCHYORTH <(£4,050) and VWYCOMBE VANDERERS (£3,946). This is part of
£500,000 made available to non-League clubs to meet the cost of safety
work ordered by local fire and police authorities. The grant represents
75% of the approved total cost.
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SEASON BY SEASON 1956 -7

SUMMARY by Steve Maguilire.

The 1996/7 season was considered at the time to be the Club's best ever,
with the team reaching Vembley for the first (and so far only) time, in
addition to winning the league title for the second year running. The
reserves also finished as league Champions and reached three cup finals,
including winning the County Intermediate Cup at the first attempt.

August saw the Club embark on a pre-season tour of Switzerland although
they were without prolific goalscorer Paul Bates who was winning his first
International Cap with England Amateurs. The team were given
encouragement in these games by a coach load of supporters who travelled
out with them.

Vhen the season started the biggest attraction was the visit of the
Ugandan International XI (no Idi Amin was not in their team!) which drew a
crowd of over 7,000 people and television cameras from both BBC and ITV.
Another prestigous game was the visit of Spurs for the Battle of Britain
Cup, which saw the First Division club, who included three first team
players, beaten 3-1.

In the F A Cup, however, we bowed out at the first hurdle, going down to
Kent League side Margate in a tough match watched by another big crowd
(7,200>. The increase in attendances caused the Club to look seriously
into the possibility of levelling the pitch, but after going into saome
detail, the plan had to be shelved due to the cost involved in re-building
facilities for specatatars. The cost was estimated at £10,000.

The Amateur Cup run started with a convincing win at St Albans and
already the supporters were out in force. Two trains and all available
coaches in the area ferried over 2,000 people to the game, about balf the
gate. Big crowds again watched the wins over Clapton and Hounslow and
there was also a record crowd (3,000) to see the Vanderers go down to a
shock defeat in the County Cup at Didcot. The Quarter-Final tie at Ilford
saw another huge Vycombe contingent in ‘attendance with 3 train loads (500
each) and 160 coaches travelling to see a great game on a waterlogged
pitch. Geoff Truett had a storming game, hitting the bar from 25 yards
and going just wide with a header...from the half-way line! This form
brought Geoff in line for an England Cap, but the nearest he got was as a
resreve versus Scotland and he lost his chance as he turned professional
with Crystal Palace at the end of the season. Len Vorley played against
Scotland to add to his earlier Cap versus Vales.

After overcoming Ilford, attention was focused on Highbury where the
Semi-Final was staged against Corinthian Casuals. Despite being bottom of
the league the Casuals put up a terrific fight, going ahead in the first
minute and it looked grim for ¥ycombe on the hour when, with the score at
2-2, they had two players carried off injured within a minute of each
other. Skipper Frank Vestley bravely came back on and saw his depleted
team clinch a place in the final with two late goals from Len Vorley.

The Final itself was rather an anti—climax after the events at Highbury.
Bishop Auckland’'s very experienced side proved too strong for us, and
despite Frank Smith’'s goal the Bishops won the cup for the third year
running in front of a near capacity 90,000 crowd including an estimated
30,000 from Vycombe.

Back in the league a narrow win over the Casuals on the last Saturday
of the season saw us pip Voking for the title — 'The Blues' having held
the top spot for the previous seven months. An end of season game in
Belgium saw Frank Vestley's last game before retiring while the Club
accounts showed a nett profit of nearly £2,000 for the season.



GAME DATE  OPPOSITION COMP.  V RESULT GAME DATE - OPPOSITION COMP. ¥V RESULT
| 85/88/56 Schafthausen (Swiss) Fr A D I- 25 13/12/%6 1l4ord It H W4-3
2 89/88/56 Cantonal (Swiss) Fr A W3-8 26 22/12/36 Barking IL H Wé-2
3 11/08/54 HWinterthun (Swiss)  Fr A HWA4-| 27 28/12/36 Qxford City IL A D B8-8
4 18/88/56 Leytonstone It H W21 28 29/12/5¢ Walthamstow Avenue IL A W32
5 23/08/54 Saint Albans City IL A W 2-1 29 85/81/57 Romford IL A W2
4 25/88/96 Tooting & Mitcham IL H W54 38 12/01/57 Saint Albans City FAACL A W 4-1
7 29/08/54 Uganda FA XI Fr H K18-1 31 19/81/57 Saint Albans City 1L H W7-8
B8 01/89/56 HWoking IL A L2-3 32 26/81/57 Clapton FAAC2  H W 4-2
9 85/89/34 Oxford City IL R L I-2 33 §2/82/37 Bromley It A L Z-6
16 88/89/5¢6 Corinthian Casuals IL A NW3-I 34 89/02/57 Hounslow Toun FRAC3  H W3-
{1 15/89/56 Dulwich Hamlet IL H W21 35 14/62/57 Didcot Toun BB 2 A L 2-3
12 19/89/56 Tottenham Hotspur BoBC H W3- 3¢ 23/02/57 1l4ord FAaC4 A D 3-3
12 22/89/36 Ilford IL A W4-1 37 82/83/37 1l4ord FAACAr  H W Z-8
14 29/89/56 Kingstonian IL H W41 38 89/83/57 Clapton L A D 1-1
15 84/18/56 Barking IL A D22 39 16/63/57 Corinthian Casuale FRACS/F N K 4-2
16 13/18/56 Leytonstone 0 a4 L 8-1 4@ 23/83/57 MWimbledon 1L H D@8
17 26/18/56 MHalthamstow Avenve  IL B W 4-1 41 38/83/57 Enfield Fr H W3-l
18 27/18/56 Bromley IL H L2 42 84/84/57 Clapton IL H L35
19 83/11/36 Margate FAC 40 H L 2-4 43 13/84/57 Bishop Auckland FAACFin N L 1-2

28 18/11/36 MWimbledon IL A W4 44 22/04/57 Tooting & Mitcham IL A DI+

21 17/11/5¢ Romford IL H D44 43 27/44/57 Checham United Fr H WS5-2

22 24/11/36 Kingstonian 1L A W é-8 44 64/85/57 Corinthian Casuals IL H W32

23 81712736 Woking IL H W33 47 11/65/57 Maidenhead United WyRC  H W 4-I

24 88/12/36 Dulwich Hamlet L A W31 48 23/89/57 R C Montegnee Tour A L 25

COMPETITION PL W D L  FOR AGA
Isthmian League 30 18 6 6 86 53
F A Challenge Cup 1 0 0 1 2 4
F A Amateur Cup 7 5 1 1 21 12
Berks & Bucks Senior Cup 1 0 0 1 2 3
Battle of Britain Cup 1 1 0 0 3 1
Vycombe Hospital Cup 1 1 0 0 4 1
Friendly/Tours 7 5 1 1 28 11
TOTAL 48 30 8 10 146 85

GOALSCORERS SUMMARY FOR SEASON [936-1957

It fACTAAC ROWN SR Tt Tor T ISTHMIAN LEAGUE (SENIOR SECTION)
1956-57

Dennis AtKins y - - e 8 PW D L F APss,
Paul Bates i - 8 - 1 I 8 1 58 Wycombe Wanderers 30 18 6 6 86 53 42
Ray Butler 2 - - - - - - 2 Woking 30 20 1 9104 47 41
Ray Howson - - - - - - 1 -~ 1 Bromley 30 16 5 9 78 60 37
Jim Moring 2 - - - - - 1 - 3 Oxford City 30 16 3 11 65 57 35
Micheal Rockell 2 - - - - - - - 2 Ilford 30 12 8 10 59 65 32
Frank Smith 18 - 2 - - | 2 - 15 Tooting & Mitcham U 30 10 11 9 53 48 31
Jackie Tomlin 12 - { 1 - | 2 - 17 Kingstonian 30 11 9 10 72 77 31
Cliff Trott 8 | 5 - 2 - 3 . 19 Walthamstow Avenue 30 11 8 11 48 46 30
Geoff Truett(G) 9 - 3 - { - 5 L) Dulwich Hamlet 30 13 3 14 65 54 29
Jim Trueti(d) 2 - - - - - . 2 St Albans City 30 13 3 14 62 71 29
Dennis Hay [ - - - - ~ Leytonstone 30 11 6 13 50 50 28
Norman Hest { - | ' Clapton 30 9 9 12 48 59 27
Len Korley 2 1 2 - - -y - 6 | Wimbledon 30 10 5 15 47 66 25
Y Romford 30 10 5 15 53 81 25
Barking 30 7 6 17 48 72 20
Totals 8 2 20 2 4 3 2 2 1 Cyinthian-Casuals 30 7 419 46 78 18



Vho wili win the GMVC and claim the first historic place
in Division Four of the Today League? With just 11 points
seperating the top 11 clubs the promotion place is still
in fine balance. If you are a betting person then
your money may be on BARNET, whose Chairman is Stan
Flashman. Limited to &£10 investment, Flashman, laid a
GONPERENGE 500-1 bet that Barnet and Arsenal would be top of their
respective leagues during November. After watching Barnet win 3-1 at
Dagenham and take over from MKaidstone as leaders, the chairman heard the
good news of Arsenal’s 4-0 victory at Southampton that sent them to the
top of the First Division and make Flashman £5,000 richer. At the start
of the season he also took 33—-1 on Barnmet becoming champions of the GMVC.
Flashman hopes to capture the services of farmer Ipswich and Arsenal
striker Alan Sunderland who is nearing the end of his Ipswich contract.

Another ‘'in—form' side in the GMVC at the moment is TELFORD UNITED.
Manager Stan Storton was named as the Gola Manager of the Month for
October and then saw his team continue on their good run through
November, including beating Burnley (3-0) and Altrincham (1-0) to reach
the Third Round of the F A Cup for the third time in four seasons. The
draw has placed them at home to Leeds United although the venue of the tie
is still in the balance. Telford also collected the GM Vauxhall Goals
Jackpot for November and have earnt £1,000 for their achievement.

Runners—up in the goalscoring awards for November were SUTTON UNITED
who recieve £750 to add to their top award last month. Paul MKcKinnon
marked his last game for Sutton with a goal at Frickley. The 28 year old
striker had agreed personal terms with Second Division Blackburn Rovers
the previous day and has now moved north in a deal which could be worth
£20,000 to the Surrey club. McKinnon, who was originally a defender at
Sutton and has played European football for Swedish club Malmo, scored 195
goals in 345 appearances for Sutton.

Another GMVC player to leave far the Football League is Vince Jones who
left VEALDSTORE for First Division Vimbledon for a fee in excess of
£10,000. Vealdstone signed the 22 year o0ld midfielder from local football
and like McKinnon had been playing football in Sweden during the summer.
Jones made his debut in ‘The Dons' match at Rottingham Forest.

Also through to the Third Round of the F A Cup from the GHVC are
MAIDSTONE UNITED who overcame Cambridge United 1-0 in a Second Round tie
at Maidstone. Maidstone’s run to the Third Round, where they travel to
First Division Vatford, has seen them battle through four games against
Southwick from the Vauxhall/Opel First Division and then two more against
GHMVC strugglers Welling United.

Stuart Pearson, the NORTHVICH VICTORIA Manager, was not the happiest of
people before or after their league match with HNaidstone at the Drill Field
during November. Pearson had spent most of the week proceeding the game
trying to get the game postponed as more than half of his 20 strong squad
were injured or sick. The game was ordered to be played and Northwich
were forced to make a desperate call for players in the crowd to come
forward for a game as the team were three players short. Vith only ten
minutes left before kick-off three Sunday League players were registered
and then defied all odds by holding Maidstone to a 1-1 draw. Fot a bad
result considering one of the three players bad just finished a pint and
pork pie in the club bar. Pearson, however, was not impressed by the
league’s decision to play the game and described them as "Mickey HMouse'.




2ul

including Zaturday 13th December 1928
VAUXHALL
CONFERENEE
T E#al PLOOW D L F & PTs DIFF
i Scarborough 4012 F 4 EmE ozl 48 i1
2 Barnet 22 13 & 4 &4 Z2¥ 45 27
3 Entield 22 iz 3 A& 3F 25 42 14
d Cheltenbam Town 2= 011 7 F 3z 2Z&e 48 12
S Maidstone United 2z 12 4 & ZF 25 48 iz
S Al trincham Zz o011 7 4 zZs 2B 48 3
7 Teltord Hﬁz%@d 1011 & 4 4z 2%F 0 IZF 13
2 Boston United 24 11 4 % 45 4 ZF 3
T Runcorn 21l 032 0% 48 38 24 z
18 Bath Citw 22 0% & B 3z 27 Z3 —d}
11 MWewmouth 2z % 5 %  Zg Z¥ ZZ -3
12 Sutton United 4 o0® 78 4% 3& 31 13
12 Statford Rangsrs 21 % 4 =8 35 22 21 e
14 Hidderminster Har 22 18 i 11 44 47 =1 -3
15 Dagenhbam 25 02 4 i3 F2 o4z 28 -1@
14 Morthwich YWictoris 24 5 im % 32 0 3F 25 -5
17 Hettering Town 22 & & e 29 2F 0 24 -
12 Munesaton Borough Zd4 05 9 i 2F 4z 24 ~1%
19 Frickley éathistic 7Eoo=5 F iz 27 44 22 —-1F
20 MWealdstons =4 05 & 13 32z o4z 21 -~1@
21 Gateszhesad r2o0=n Foizooz4 D2 1s 2B
22 Melling United 21 032 5 iz 321 o8 14 —-1%

LEADING COALSCORERS LEADING ATTENDARCES
(League only) (at each club — top tem)

23..Kim Casey (Kidderminster) 2403 ALIRINCHAK v Cheltenham
15, Mark Carter (Runcorn) 2140 BARNET v Maidstone

Chris Townsend (Cheltemham) 1919 MAIDSTORE v Enfield
13..Ken McKenna (Telford) | 1881 TELFURD v Altrincham

Steve Butler (Maidstone) 1511 KIDDERMINSTER v Telford

Gary Abbott (Velling) 1491 BOSTON v Runcorn
12..Paul McKinnon (Sutton Utd) 1451 STAFFORD v Kidderminster

Chris Cock (Boston United) 1328 E@RTH?ICHHV éltrlngham
11, aL@ﬂEy Dennis (Sutton United) 1205 SCARBOROUGH v Altrincham
10..Jobm Bartley Maidstone)

Paul Bodin @ath)

Steve Mahoney (Barnet)




Since going top of the table at the start of November,
ALVECHURCH have slumped to third place - four points behind
joint leaders Chelmsford City and Dartford. Alvechurch
boss, Chris Vright said "We've been struggling recently but
it was remarkable we led the table anyway”. V¥right has
) been named as manager of the Southern League side which
THe soutnenn Plays three representative matches before flying off +to
FooTeaLL LEaGUE  Ttaly at the end of the season.

Meanwhile back at our usual hotbed of Southern League news, AYLESBURY
UNITED, comes their failure to set a new club record by going 24 games
unbeaten. Before their defeat at Bath City in the 24th game, 'The Ducks’
hit the national sports pages as scoutse from Arsenal and Brighton were
known to be watching leading scorer Cliff Hercules. In an interview with
the Thame and Risborough Times, Cliff who has scored 25 goals this season,
said "Wycombe put in an offer for Peter Hutter and myself, but the club
turned them down” he added "I'm not interested in moving to a Vauxhall
Conference side and anyway, Aylesbury can beat Wycombe anytime they want.”

'The Ducks’, who have just resigned Paul Hackett from Wycombe, also lost
their unbeaten run in the league when they lost at Kings Lynn. At hame,
haowever, they still have a 100% record and beat Kidderminster 3-2 in the
GMAC Cup at Aylesbury after leading 3-0 at half-time. In the F A Trophy
they face a tough away trip to Enfield in the First Round Proper on
Saturday 20 December.

PREMIER DIVISION

up to and inciuding Saturday 6th December 1986 MIDLAND DIVISION

P W D L F A Pts up to and including Saturday 6th December 1986
Dartford ... 9 10 4 3 39 20 14 P W D L F A Pts
Chelmstord City ........ 17 10 4 3 27 20 34 Gloucester City ............ 15 10 2 3 43 20 32
Alvechurch ... o9 3 o 31024 30 Hednestord Town ......... 209 1 2 33 12 28
Bromsgrove Rovers ...... (58 5 231 15 29 Forest Green Rovers ..... 15 7 4 4 27 16 25
Fisher Athletic ............ 4 9 2 3 27 i1 29 Coventry Sporting ...... 13 7 3 3 18 10 24
Aylesbury United ......... 43 4 2 29 16 I8 V.S, Rugby ....ooooovvveene 14 7 2 .5 23 16 23
Worcester City ........... 19 8§ 3 8 25 30 27 Wellingborough Town .. 15 7 2 6 25 29 23
Witney Town ... 18 7 4 7 13 19 25 Moor Green .............. 6 7 2 7 19 25 23
Cambridge City ............ 14 6 6 2 23 15 24 Merthyr Tydfil ............ 13 7 1 35 32 27
Gosport Borough ......... le 7 2 7 20 21 23 Leicester United ............ I 7 0 4 24 18 21
Shepshed Charterhouse ... 16 5§ 5 5 21 23 23 Stourbridge .................. 13 6 3 4 22 21 21
Crawley Town ... 6 6 4 6 28 23 22 Halesowen Town ... 12 6 3 3 31 21 21
Redditch United ......... 45 5 419 23 20 Sutton Coldfield Town ... 16 3 5 6 26 27 20
Dudley Town ............... 16 5 4 7 17 26 19 Banbury United ............ 13 5§ 3 5 20 23 18
queham Town ............ 2 4 3_ 3 28 16 17 Bilston TOWN ..oovvvonnn.. 14 4 4 6 12 20 16
King's Lynn ............. l6 4 5 7 18 22 17 Mile Oak Rovers ......... 14 3 6 5 18 20 I3
Folkestone ................. 17 4 4 9 13 23 16 Bridgnorth Town ......... IS 4 3 8 18 23 15
Willenhall Town ......... 16 4 3 9 18 25 15 Buckingham Town ...... 14 4 2 g8 20 2! (4
Basingstoke Town ......... 15 3 6 6 16 26 15 Grantham  .................. 2 2 7 320 22 13
Bedworth United ......... 16 3 4 g 21 30 13 Leamington ....... .13 0o 3 s 10 24 5
Corby Town ... 15 2 6 7 16 26 12 Rushden Town 16 0 4 12 18 54 4
Salisbury ..................... 17 &L 4 12 15 41 7

SOUTHERN DIVISION
up to and including Saturday 6th December 1986

LEADING GOALSCORERS (League and League Cup) P W DL F A Pts

Premier Division ; 44 90 9
C. Hercules (Aylesbury United) Hnates Town .7 SIS RV T
G. Julians (Crawley Town) .................. Dorchester Town 137 3 3 25 15 24
C. Hanks (Bromsgrove Rovers) Gravesend & Northfleet . 13 6 3 2 23 16 23
C. Botterill (Aylesbury United) Trowbridge Town ] 15 6 5 4 31 26 23
M. Stanton (Dudley Town) ........ Ashford Town ......... 10 7 1 2 15 10 22
J. Wood (Dartford) ..................e.ls Chatham Town ............ 15 5 5 5 14 15 20

Midland Division Dunstable .................. 16 5 5 6 20 22 20
D. Webley (Merthyr Tydfil) .................. Dover Athletic ............ 9 6 1 2 16 8 19
S. Johnson (Gloucester City) ............... Erith & Belvedere ......... 15 4 6 5 16 21 18
S. Baddock (Gloucester City) ............... Canterbury City ............ 13 5 2 6 21 19 17
T. Shrieves {Buckingham Town) ............ Tonbridge A.F.C. ......... 12 5 2 5 17 15 17
]. Winwoed (Hednesford Town) ............ Waterlooville ............... 5 5 2 8 24 33 17
M. James (Sutton Coldfield Town) . Woodford Town ......... 11 4 4 3 18 16 16
P. Whitehurst (Grantham) .................. Sheppey United ............ 13 3 6 4 15 15 15

Southern Division Corinthian .................. 12 4 3 5 17 20 15
K. Todd (Waterlooville) ... 16 Ruiship ..o 133 5 5 13 18 4
J. Freeguard (Trowbridge Town) ............ 13 Burnham & Hillingdon ... 17 2 7 8 15 ;f§ 13
R. Knowles (Burnham & Hillingdon) ...... 12 Poole Town ............... 15 2 4 9 18 25 10
J. Meacham (Trowbridge Town) ............ 1 Andover .............o.... 13 1 4 8 16 31 7
G. Doe (Thanet United) .................... 10

G. Aldous (Tonbridge A.F.C.)
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THE MULTIPART LEAGUE

Making the headlines for the Multipart League over the past few weeks
have been Chorley and Caernarfon, whose F A Cup exploits have not only
earned the teams national recognition but also earned them much needed
cash. The two sides made it the first time since the Alliance Premier
League was formed in 1979 that the Multipart League have had two clubs
through to the Second Round Proper stage of the F A Cup - even mare
remarkable is the fact that both clubs had fought through all the
qualifying rounds.

The greatest moment in Chorley's 103 year history came when they
inflicted a 3-0 hammering of the once mighty Volves in a First Round
second replay match at Bolton Wanderers' ground. Chorley forced a goalless
draw with neighbours Preston North End in the next round in a game watched
by 15,153 spectators with gate receipts of aver £40,000 at Blackburn
Rovers' ground. The replay on the artificial surface at Deepdale drew a
crowd of 16,417 but the professional proved too strong - winning 5-0.
Chorley stand to make around £50,000 from their nine ties this season.

Caernarfon also had a goalless draw in their Second Round tie with York
City before an all-ticket 2,000 gate in Vales. However, York were given the
shock of their lives when goals from Austin Salmon and Steve Craven gave
the part-timers a 2-1 victory and a first ever appearance in the Third
Round, where they are at home to Barnsley on Saturday 10 January 1987.

A Multipart League Representative side take on a representative from the
Vauxhall Opel League on Sunday 18 January 1987 at Hendon F C, K O 2.30 pm.

LEADIRG GOALSCORERS — as at 6th December 1986 Multipart League only)

15 goals — Stuart Lowe (Buxton) 11 goals - Steve Craven (Caernarfon’
14 goals — Steve Burr (Macclesfield) Carl Dale (Bangor City)
12 goals — Malcolm 0’Connor (Hyde) Ian Helliwell Matlock)

10 goals — Peter Smith (Marine)
LEAGUE TABLE UP _TO AND INCLUDING SATURDAY, 6TH DECEMBER 1986

POS. CLUB. P W D L F A P
1 Marine 23 14 5 4 49 19 47
2 Bangor City 21 14 4 3 42 21 46
3 Macclesfield Town 21 12 5 4 39 26 41
4 Matlock Town 23 11 4 8 40 37 37
5 Caernarfon Town 18 10 6 2 32 16 36
6 Morecambe 18 10 6 2 29 18 36
7 Buxton 23 9 7 7 43 33 34
8 Goole Town 18 8 6 4 34 26 30
9 Southport 18 9 3 6 29 21 30

10 South Liverpool 19 8 6 5 26 18 30

11 Rhyl 19 7 7 5 24 24 28

12 Burton Albion 21 8 q 9 34 37 28

13 Barrow 22 8 3 11 22 29 27

14 Oswestry Town 22 8 3 11 28 41 27

15 Witton Albion 25 7 5 13 38 49 26

16 Chorley 18 6 5 7 22 28 23

17 Worksop Town 21 6 5 10 28 38 23

18 Mossley 19 5 6 8 22 27 21

19 Hyde United 21 4 6 11 30 44 18

20 Gainsborough Trinity 21 4 5 12 27 39 17

21 Workington 18 0 7 11 11 30 6 *

22 Horwich 21 1 4 16 16 44 6 *

* Denotes one point deducted for breach of rule.



THERE’S NO PLACE LIKE HOME
by Pete Oxxbrow

Vhilst I have been supporting 'The Blues' I have been to over 60
non-League grounds but, with few exceptions, 1 feel that we bhave little to
envy in terms of facilities.

One of the first grounds 1 visited, back in 1969, was Vokingham's.
Being young and naive I thought all grounds would be a bit like ours, but
that visit soon put me right. I still remember standing in their ‘cowshed’
as it rattled every time a train passed behind it. Standing in ’‘cowsheds’
can also be detrimental to your health. On one occasion at Maidenhead
United the ball landed on top and showered the unlucky inhabitants with
rust. You could hear more coughs than at a smoking convention as people
emerged with rust highlights in their hair and gasping for air.

If mountain climbing is your sport, then a visit to Dunstable in the
early 70’s would have been for you. At one end of the ground there was no
terracing only a chalk hill rising steeply from behind the goal. You had
no choice but to clamber up 20 foot of chalk which was just what was
needed when Vycombe scored their first goal after 10 minutes. The ball
entered the goal only to roll out under the netting which had not been
properly secured. The Dunstable ‘keeper craftily placed the ball for a
goal-kick, however, the referee, bhelped by the eagle-eyed Vycombe
followers, awarded the goal.

Ve won that F A Cup tie 4-0 and eventually went on to play Slough in
the 1st Round Proper. After a draw at Loakes Park we went to the Dolphin
Greyhound Stadium (where Slough used to play) for the replay. Ve arrived
by coach at ten past seven and were horrified to see queues stretching all
around the ground. There was no way that we were going to get into the
ground before kick-off. In desperation I walked around the outside of the
ground and discovered that you got a perfect view of the pitch from the
car park. The ground was packed and many people who did get in got in
late and then couldn't see very much. The crowd was 7,000 not including
those outside in the car park and whatever you think of Vexham Park,
watching football in (or outside) a greyhound stadium is no fun.

Now you'd think -that watching football at the famous Oval (yes that
Oval) would be great but I didn't think so. In the early 1970's Corinthian
Casuals played their home games there. The pitch was marked out in one
corner of the ground and the players came out of the pavilion and walked
across the field to the pitch. It was like watching a game on a public
park, even the managers bhad to stand on the touchline, you bhalf expected
the subs to run the line. The ’‘crowd’ of about 200 (all ¥ycombe) had to
stand on their seats, where their was no cover (good job it wasn't
raining) and the atmosphere was non—existent. HNo wonder the game was
poor but we did win 2-1.

So remember, whatever you think of Loakes Park, the grass isn't always
greener at other grounds, indeed the grass isn’'t always there on other
grounds.

Remember this magazine always welcomes contributions such as the above
and would also be glad to receive any letters on Vycombe Wanderers or
non—-League football in general. Contributions or letters can be sent to
the editor’s address or handed in at the Blues Club Shop.



VAUXHALL-OPEL

REe Premier
4% Division
Results
safurday | Novewber (588
Sﬁ?%lﬁg z Harrow
Bognor 0 g?u{duﬁ
Carshalton @ B Stortford
Dulwich 2 Wok ingham
Farnborough 2 Windsor
Wycombe 4 Worthing
Yeovil Z Hayei
Monday 3 November 1956
Dulwich B Bognor
Tuesday 4 Navember 1588
Barkin i B Stortiord
Carshalton 1 Vzﬂg stonian
Haprow ] lbans
Hitchin ] Hendon
S1ouah 3 Windsor
nrté 1 0 Farnborough
Wycombe™ 2 Hayes
Mlagdnesday & Novenber 1558
Yeovil 2 waklngﬂgm

Saturday & November 528

B Stortford | Dulwich
%rnmiﬁy } Walthamstow
Craydon 1 Kingstonian
Farnborough 2 Hitchin
Harrow a Carshalion
Hendon 2 bBognor
5t Albans 0 Slough
Tooting 0 Yeovil
Windsor 0 Hayes
Wok inghamn 0 Wyt ombe
Worthing 0 bBarking

Saturday 15 Movembar 985
Barkin 0 Toating
Cdriha ton 2 Dulwich

Croydon a2 m?umley
Hayes ¥ St Albans
Hitchin 4 Wapthing
kingstonian | Wik inghamn
Windsor | Walthamstow
Wy combe 5 Hendan
Yeovil & Harrow

Saiurday I8 Movember 1586
B Stortford | Wyconbe
Bognor K Bromley
Hendon ‘ fingstonian
Walthanstow O Yeovil
Worthing 2 Hayes

A € DELCD CUP Zrd Round
Tussday 18 Doecepber 1955
Wycombe v Yeovil Town
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15t Round(selection)
S0 Darepber ]585
WOR TNGHEM TOWN

o D el

Boreham Wood
o STORTFORD

Nalﬁ%;nﬁw Uid

WORTHING
weymsgih
esbury Ube
DULWICH HAM
Sutton Uid
TOOTING
YEOVIL TOWN
=T ALBANS
HARROW BORD
Leatherheard

F A Trophy ?ﬂu Round
Saturday 2 Japyary 1987



VAUXHALL-OPEL

me| Premier
Muﬂ Division
Fixtures
Jupsday & Dsrsgber [55E
parking Carghalton
?%?ﬁﬁ“‘ﬁ&@h Hendon
zivggzﬁm an pulwich
Saturagsy 27 Decepber 1356
@f%;i =t Albans
buﬂwuf Walthamnstow
Carshalton Yok ingham
Dulwich B Stortford
Harpow Hayes
Hendon Windsor
ditchin Farnborough
Taoting Worthing
Slough Bromley :
Wycombe Kingstonian
Yeovil Crovdon
Jugsday / Jéﬁggﬁy ] 587
B Stortford Hitchin
Eromley Carshalton
Croydon Dulwich
Farnborough Hayes
Harrow Yeovil
21 Albans Hendon
Twzizz kingstonian
Walthainshow Barking
Windsor %gﬁufbg
ok inghan Slough
Worthing Bognor
- Salurdsy 3 Japyary 1987
B Stortford Worthing
Bognor Farnborough
Bromley Hitchin
Crovdon Wytombe
Hayes Carshalion
Hendon Yeovil
kingstonian Hap pow
Bt Albans Dulwich
Walthamstiow Slough
Windsor [ooting
Wok inghan Ba king
Saturday 10 Jamsary 1957
Barking Kingstonian
Carshalton Hendon
Dulwich Hayes
Farnborough Croydon
Harrow promley
Hitehin Bognor
Slough B otortford
Tooting Wok ingham
Worthing Windsor
Wy ¢ ombe” Walthamstow
Yeovil 5% Albans
ﬁil fif?u g5 COTPPRLL
Fixtures parked % ar

e

at

&
L
P

o

time of gr‘

Salurday 17 Januwary [887
B Stortford %@uvz
Bognor yzamés
gromley F ﬁgG rouigh
Croydon Harrow
Hayes ?5@@1%@
Hendon Dulwich
kingstonian slough
&t Albans @@?i%iﬁs
Walthamstow Carshalton
Windsor Barking
Wak 1 nghan Hitchin
Raturday 2d Jamuary 1987
Barking Hayes L
Carshalton Euﬁﬂu;
Dulwich wuﬁiﬁ Fra ¥
Farnborough Gt éi?a‘g ¥
Harrow B Stortiord ¥
Hitchin Windsor ;S
blough Croydon
Tooting Hendon ¥
Worthing Walthamstow %
Wy ronbe Eromley ¥
Yeovil Vznggzgﬂzsﬂ *
Saturday 31 Jangary 1987
B Stortford Farnborouah
Bognor slough
Eromley Dulwich
?Fﬁy@g Carshalton
Haves Hitchin
#@hdu Barking
gin@%iﬁni@ﬁ Worthing
5t Alhans Wycombe
Walthamsiow Tooting
Windsop Yeovil
Wok ingham Harrow
B4 B SENIOR CUP 2nd ROUND
ébiﬂgﬁgn U v Maidenhead Utd
or Abingdon T or Hazele
Burnhan v Marlow
Chalfont v Holmer Green
or Wolverton
Flackwell H v Eracknell Town
or Buckingham Town
Slough Town v Milton K Borno
, or Mew E?aéweii
Wallingford v Ayleshury Utd
or Winglow

Wok inghan
or Chesham
Wycombe

ng Lo
wisional dus b

1_.51

v Newport Pag
or Thatthan
Y Windsor & E
or Wantage

press
cup involvement



